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SOCIOLOGY OF LAW: SOC. 2301 [Instructor K. Willison]

LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY [Orillia Campus]

SOCIOLOGY OF LAW: SOC. 2301
FALL 2007

Professor Kevin Willison [ kwillison@lakeheadu.ca ]
Class time: Mondays and Wednesdays: 4:00-5:30 pm

Class Room Location: LU0011
Instructor’s Office Location:  TBA
Office Hours: TBA and by Appointment

Course Description: A study of the social aspects of law: the passage of laws; the profession and practice of law; the use of law for social control; and, the law as a means of conflict resolution. Emphasis is given to the topic of social change via law reform in Canada.
Course Aims: In addition to the course description above, this course will (1) discuss the relevance of law within society; (2) introduce students to the sociology of law as an academic discipline; and, (3) help students develop intellectual skills such as logical thinking and critical reasoning. 
Course Organization: This course is organized around lectures, classroom discussion of the readings and other materials, and other classroom activities, such as group work. Students should feel free to ask questions at any time and to respect the right of their classmates to do so. 
Required Textbooks:
[1] Steven Vago and Adie Nelson. Law and Society. Toronto: Pearson/Prentice Hall. ISBN-13  978-0-13-201689-6. [2nd Canadian Edition – 2007].

[2] Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario (Paperback). 
ISBN-10: 155266 0796 (Soft Cover). Authors Joe Hermer and Janet Mosher: 
Publisher: Fernwood Publishing Co., Ltd. 
[3] Locating Law: Race/Class/Gender/Sexuality Connections (Paperback)

ISBN-10: 155 266 2128 (Soft Cover) Author: Elizabeth Comack Publisher: Fernwood Publishing Co., Ltd.

* Books may be purchased at: Manitcore Books, 103 Mississauga Street East, Orillia. To check availability tel. (705) 326-7776.  Open 9:30-5:30 p.m.
Note: There will also be (testable) material handed out in class. Regular attendance will help to ensure you obtain these. If you know you will be away a certain week, be sure to ask a buddy / friend to pick up a copy for you (as the Instructor will likely not bring these materials to every class).       
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Resource: One copy of the Vago and Nelson text (only) is available, on a three-hour loan basis, at the Orillia campus library.  
Attendance: Although I do not take class attendance, students are strongly encouraged to attend class regularly and to take detailed notes on the material discussed in lectures, guest lectures and/or films. Class lectures will be generally designed to complement, rather than duplicate the content of the assigned readings. 
EVALUATION:  
	Summary

Assignment 1: 10 %     -Due: October 17 (2007)
Christmas Exam:35 % -Exam Period. Date set by the Registrar
Assignment 2: 10 %    - Due: March  (2008)
Participation:  10 %     - At 5 % per term

Final Exam:  35 %      - Exam Period. Date set by the Registrar


Exams:
Multiple choice questions: On each exam, half of the multiple-choice questions will be based on material presented during class (including guest lectures and/or films) and the other half will be drawn from the assigned readings.

Essay questions: The essay questions will be based on both lecture materials (including guest lectures and/or films) and the assigned readings. 

Please remember that, on the date of each exam for this course, no materials may be used to help you complete your exam other than a pen, pencil and eraser. No additional aids of any kind (e.g., books, crib sheets, dictionaries, notes, outlines, etc.) are permitted. It is recommended you bring an extra pencil and pen.

Assignments:
Each paper required must be at least six pages in length, 12 font, and double-spaced. Late submissions will be penalized at the rate of 5 marks a day.  Not included as part of the required six pages is: your cover page and cited references. The paper must be handed in during the start of the class on the due date. Reminder: electronic files or e-mail attachments are not permitted. 
* Assignment 1: Topic to be discussed in class. 

* Assignment 2: Choose a topic area of your choice related to the field of the Sociology of Law.  * Further details will be provided in class. 
      
Submissions for grades must represent independent work.  Highly similar (or 
identical) assignments will be graded at zero.  An assignment may not be 
submitted for credit in more than one course without the written permission    

            of all instructors involved.  
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Plagiarism is an extremely serious academic offence and carries penalties 
varying from failure in an assignment to expulsion from the university.  
Students are 
encouraged to review Section IX of the University Regulations 
Regarding academic dishonesty.  All offenders will be reported to the 
other instructors at 
Orillia as well as to the Department Chair and Dean in 
Thunder Bay. 










  
All borrowed sources (for words as well as ideas) must be acknowledged 
using the MLA (Modern Language Association) documentation formats.   See the MLA Handbook 6th ed. 

Participation:
Your ten percent participation mark (5 percent per term) is based on your contributions to class and group work discussions.

Note for students with disabilities: Lakehead University offers appropriate accommodations for students with disabilities without compromising the academic integrity of the curriculum. If you require academic accommodations to lessen the impact of your disability, please discuss this with the instructor the first 2-3 weeks of class. 

Academic Behavior: Students are strongly encouraged to read Lakehead University’s policy on ethical behavior, human rights and sexual harassment. 

Instructor’s E-mail Policy:
All correspondence related to the course should be sent through the specific/related course’s WebCT. I will do my best to respond to your e-mail within 48 hours of receipt. You will likely not get a response e-mailing me the night before an exam. Also, I prefer to discuss your grades/marks in person during office hours rather than over an e-mail. Please plan ahead.  
Make-up Exams:
Students who miss an exam or assignment deadline due to medical illness must provide a written medical note by your (a) doctor. 
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Tentative Lecture and Reading Schedule

FALL 2007 SYLABUS
Note - The Instructor has the right to change the order and/or modify the course outline when deemed necessary. 

Where A =Monday and B = Wednesdays

September 10 [A]Welcome and introductions. Review of course outline.
Assigned Reading: Pp. 11-17 in Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario.






September 12 [B] Brief review of Chapter 1 (Nelson and Vago). Review of Excerpt from “Introduction.” “Squeezed to the Point of Exclusion: The Case of Toronto Squeegee Cleaners.” Pp. 23-39 in Disorderly People: Law and the Politics of Exclusion in Ontario. 

September 17 [A] Topic: Perspectives on Law 
Reading: Nelson/Vago, ch. 1, “Introduction” (p. 1-24) . 

September 19 [B] Topic: Perspectives on Law (continued) 
Assigned Reading: Vago/Nelson, ch. 2, “Theoretical Perspectives” (pp. 30-58).

September 24 [A] Law Making

Assigned Readings: Vago/Nelson, ch. 4, “Lawmaking” (pp. 123-151)

September 26 [B] Law Making (Continued)

October 1 [A] Topic: The Organization of Law

Assigned Reading: In Vago/Nelson, ch. 3, (pp. 59-88);

October 3 [B] History, Functions & Future of Tort Law. In Vago/Nelson, ch. 3, (pp. 88-100).            

October 8   [A] Thanks Giving Monday [No Class] 

October 10 [B] Topic: Law and Social Control

Assigned Reading: Vago/Nelson, ch. 5, “Law and Social Control” (pp. 155-185)

October 15 [A] Topic: White Collar Crime

Assigned Reading: Vago/Nelson, ch. 5, (pp. 185-191)

October 17 [B] Assignment 1 Due at start of class. White Collar Crime (continued). 
October 22 [A] Video (To be announced)

October 24 [B] Discussion of Video and class handout (to be announced)
October 29 [A] Careers in law enforcement – plus. OPP Guest Speaker (to be confirmed) 
October 31 [B] Careers in Law – Continued. Reading(s) to be announced. 
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November 5 - [A] Topic: Legitimate Authority




Assigned Readings: Vago/Nelson, ch.7, “Law and Social Change” (pp. 259-275)
November 7 - [B] Continued

November 12 [A] Topic: Law and Social Change
Assigned Reading: In Vago/Nelson, ch.8, “The Legal Profession” (pp. 287-299).

November 14 [B] Topic: Law and Social Change (continued). 
November 19 [A] Topic: Researching Law and Society 
Assigned Reading: Vago, Nelson, ch.9, “Researching Law and Society” (pp. 327-347)

November 21 [B] Topic: The Research Process, plus - Researching Law and Society (Continued). 

November 26 [A] Video (To be announced)

November 28 [B] Discussion of Video and class handout (to be provided in class)
December 3 [A] Topic: Legal Aide 
Assigned Reading: Vago, Nelson (pp. 312-316). + Class Handout 
December 5 [B]  Review 
* Each exam is scheduled by the Registrar.  Both exams will cover required readings, lectures, videos, etc. 
Note: the Winter 2008 syllabus for this course will be provided by early November - 2007. 
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